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Comments on the sacred writings of the Jews and Chris. 


tians: Genesis, Chapters seven and eight. 


FURTHER CONSIDERATIONS RESPECTING 
THE DELUGE. 


| een men are generally unacquainted with the 
laws of nature. They are seized with a kind of religious 
fanaticism, which blinds them in regard to the most stub- 
born facts, and the grcss inconsistencies which they 
themselves have fabricated. In the wonderful account 
of this most wonderful flood, it is said, “And _ the 
waters prevailed exceedingly upon the carth—and all 
the high hills that were under the whole heaven were covers 
ed. Fifteen cubits upwards did the waters prevail; and 
the mountains were covered.” The expression contained in 
this passage, in regard to the elevation of the w per is in 
some measure ambiguous. If it means fifteen cubits from 
the common surface of the earth, this is only about tw enty 
seven feet and would go but a little‘way towards covering 
the highest hills—if it means that the water rose fifteen cu- 
bits above the tops of the highest mountains, this would in- 
volve the flood makers in still greater ditficulty, because it 
would be impossible that the atmosphere should contain a 
body of water sufficient for such a purpose, especially when 
the height of the mountains in both hemispheres is brought 
into the account. The two following paragraphs taken from 
doubts of infidels, are not unworthy of insertion in this 
place. 
The account of the flood is very embarrassing. It is 
described as the effects of natural agents in the hands of 



























os 


At i 


a ee 
we 


> te o% 
elvan 
= = _— 
7 


~ 


os 
(~ 
~~ fh)" prem 


~ 
ing —~s 
= 


¢ 
r+ 3 wk 


ee ee ne, ae ' 
—- ee 
2 


som 
See ae 


~_ Ss 


eae ee 
ab. ose 


a 
° eee 
>- 





> 1 
my Hab 
} 
a tai 
* ’ ai 
a: i 
: tt 
Hb, 1 
re sf y 





eee 





98 


God: it rained—no mention is made of waters for the pur. 
pose. ‘The deluge was universal: all the high hills that 
were under the whole heaven were covered ; it did not cease 
in consequence of the annihiliation of the waters, but they were 
evaporated by awind. Now from whence came the water? 
The weight of the whole atmosphere, with all its vapours, is 
equal to no more than a hollow sphere of three or four and 
thirty feet thickness, environing the whole globe, and, con. 
sequently, the whole of its contents, if condensed into water, 
could not deluge the earth to the height of an ordinary house, 
It is to no purpose to break open the fountains of the abyss 
or great deep, if any such fountains there are; for gravity 
would prevent the waters from issuing out—neither can un. 
believers be persuaded to believe that the windows of hea. 
ven were opened while they know it has no windows; So 
that we have but three or four and thirty feet of water to de. 
luge the highest Mountains, some of which are about twenty 
thousand feet high. 


The weak in faith find themselves equally at a loss res. 
pecting the ark. It seems strange to them, that so vast an 
assemblage of animals, could be inclosed in an ark or chest, 
which had but one window, (which window was kept shut 
for more than five months) without being stifled for want of 
air: it appears equally remarkable, that Noah and his three 
sons could unstow and serve out the daily allowance of pro- 
visions and water to the passengers—and if their wives were 
supposed to help them, the work to be done is still prodigi- 
ous. The lions, and other carnivorous animals, must have 
lived on salt provisons—which, no doubt, they were glad of, 
as seafaring people are not very nice, especially in long voy- 
ages. 
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COMMUNICATION. 


OF THE WORD RELIGION, 


AND OTHER WORDS OF UNCERTAIN SICNIFICATION. 


T; £ word religion is a word of forced application when 
used with respect to the worship of God. The root of the 
word is the latin verb /igo, to tie or bind. From /izgo, comes 
relies, to tie or bind over again, or make more fast—from 
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religa, comes the substantive religio, which with the addi- | 
tion of n makes the English substantive religion. The 
French use the word properly—when a woman enters a con- 
vent she is called a noviczate, that is, she is upon trial or pro- 
bation. When shetakes the oath, she is called a relegzeuse, 
that is, she is tied or bound by that oath to the performance of 
itt We use the word in the same kind of sense when 
we say we will religiously perform the promise that we 


make. 


But the word, without referring to its etymology has, in 
the manner it is used, no definitive meaning, because it does 
not designate what religion a man is of. ‘There is the re- 
ligion of the Chinese, of the Tartars, of the Bramins, of 
the Persians, of the Jews, of the Turks, &c. 


The word christtantty is equally as vague as the word 
religion. No two sectaries can agree what itis. Itis al 
here and lo there. Thetwo principal sectaries, Papists and 
Protestants, have often cut each other’s throats about it:— 
The papists call the protestants heretics, and the protestants 
call the papists idolaters. The minor sectaries have shewn 
the same spirit of rancour, but as the civil law restrains them 
from blood, they content themselves with preaching damna- 
tion against each other. 


The word protestant has a positive signification in the 
sense itis used. It means protesting against the authority 
of the Pope, and this is the only article in which the protes- 
tants agree. In every other sense, with respect to religion, the 
word protestant, is as vague as the word christian. When we 
say an episcopalian, a presbyterian, a baptist, a quaker, we 
know what those persons are, and what tenets they hold—but 
when we say a christian we know he is not a Jew nor a Ma- 
hometan, but we know not if hebe a trinitarian or an anti-tri- 
nitarian, a believer in what is called the immaculate con- 
ception or a disbeliever, aman of seven sacraments, orof two 
sacraments, or of none. The word christian describes what a 
man is not, but not what he is. 


The word Theology, from Theos, the greek word for 
God, and meaning the study and knowledge of God, is a 
word, that strictly speaking, belongs to Theists or Deists, 
and notto the christians. The head of the christian church 
is the person called Christ—but the head of the church of 
the Theists, or Deists, as they are more commonly called, 
from Deus, the latin word for God, is God himself, and 
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therefore the word Theology belongs to that church which 
has Theos or God forits head, and notto the christian church 
which has the person called Christ for its head. Their 
technical word is christianity and they cannot agree what 
christianity is. 

The words revealed religion, and natural religion, require 
also explanation. ‘They are both invented terms, contrived 
by the church for the support of priest-crait. With respect 
to the first, there is no evidence of any such thing, except in 
the universal revelation, that God has made of his power, 
his wisdom, his goodness, in the structure of the universe, 
and in all the works of creation. We have no cause or 
ground from any thing we behold in those works, to sup- 
pose God would deal partially by mankind, and reveal know. 
ledge to one nation and withhold it from another,andthendamn 
them for not knowing it. ‘he sun shines an equal quantity of 
light all over the world—and mankind in all ages and coun. 
tries are indued with reason, and blessed with sight, to read 
the visible works of God in the creation, and so intelligent 
is this book that Ae that runs may read. We admire the 
wisdom of the ancients, yet they had no bibles, nor books, 
called revelation. They cultivated the reason that God 
gave them, studied him in his works, and arose to emi- 
hence. 

As to the bible, whether true or fabulous, it is a history, 
and history is not revelation. If Solomon had seven hun- 
dred wives, and three hundred concubines, and if Samson 
sleptin Delila’s lap, and she cut his hair off, the relation of 
those things is mere history, that needed no revelation from 
heaven to tell it; neither aoe it need any revelation to 
tell us that Samson was a fool for his pains and Solomon 
Loo. 

As to the expression so often used in the bible, that 
the word of the Lord, came to such an one, orsuch an one, it 
vas the fashion of speaking in those times, like the expres- 
sion used by a quaker, that the spirit moveth him, 
or that used by pricsts, that they fave a call. We 
ought not to be deceived by phrases’ because they 
are ancient. But if we admit the — supposition that 
God would condesend to reveal himself in words, we 
ought not to believe it would bein such idle and profligate 


; 


stortes as are in the bible, and it is for this reason, among 


others which our reverence to God inspires, that the Deists 


’ ’ ’ 


tleny that the book called the bible ts the word of God or 
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With respect to the term, natural religton, it is upon the 
face of it, the opposite of artificial religion, and it is impos- 
ible for any man to be certain that what is called revealed 
cligion, is not artificial. Man has the power of making 
books, inventing stories of God, and calling them revelation 
or the word of God. The Koran exists as an instance that 
this can be done, and we must be credulous indeed to sup- 
pose that this ‘is the only instance, and Mahomet the only 
impostor. The Jews could matchhim, and the church of 
Rome could overmatch the Jews. The Mahometans be- 
lieve the Koran, the Christians believe the Bible, and it is 
education makes all the difference. 


Books, whether Bibles or Korans, carry no evidence of 
being the work of any other power than man. It is only 
thatwhich man cannot do that carries the evidence of being 
the work of a superior power. Man could not invent and 
make a universe—he could not invent nature, for nature is 
ef divine origin. It is the laws: by which the universe is 
governed. When, therefore, we look through nature up to 
nature’s God, we are inthe right road of happiness, but 
when we trust to books as the word of God, and confide in 
them as revealed religion, we are afloat on an ocean of 
uncertainty, and shatter into contending factions. The 
term, therefore, natural religion, explains itself to be divine 
retgion, and the term revealed religion involves in it the 
suspicion of being artificzal. 


To shew the necessity of understanding the meaning of 
words, I will mention an instance of a minister, I believe of 
the episcopalian church, of Newark, in Jersey. He wrote. 
and published a book, and entitled it, “‘ An Antidote to 
Deism.”’ An antidote to Dezsm, must be Athetsm. It has 
no other antidote—for what can be an antidote to the belief 
ofa God, but the disbelief of a God. Under the tuition of 
such pastors, what but ignorance and false information can 


be expected. 
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RESURRECTION OF JESUS. 


li your Christ was the light of the world, as he declared 
tmself to be—why did he not rise in hght, and enlighten 
the world with his presence! Why did he rise and set in 
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darkness? Why did he rise in the dark, and afterwards play 
least in sight? Was he afraid of a second crucifixion 
where was his miraculous power? If he came into the 
world, that the world through him might believe, and that 
by believing they might be saved, why did not his works 
correspond with his doctrine? Why did he deny us the 
reasonable evidences of a well vtounded faith ? And how 
then can you christians blame us for not blelieving this was 


he that should come, and that we are not to look for another? § 


For what works did he do? Itis plain our fathers questioned 
his miracles; if they said, he cast out devils by Belzebub, 
what could they mean but that they thought it stratagem, 
and not pure miracle; that the devil was put in, before he 
was cast out by the same art. It is certain that miraculous 
works of real goodness could not be ascribed by them to the 
devil,as is confidently pretended. Whatever wonders are at- 
tributed to him in your gospels, it is evident they were all 
done in the dark, or out of sight of any but his friends— 
whatever those may have written, who wrote what they plea- 
sed: For they are all as good as denied, since they own that 
a miracle was what our fathers wanted, asa proof of his cha- 
racter. What sign shewest thou that we may see ane be 
lieve thee—*‘ what dost thou work,” was their cry? An 
whatever may be your gospel, historians pretended, Jesus 
himself confessed, he that doeth truth cometh to the hght, that 
his works may be manifest—and as this was his own doctrine 
it was calling on him to put it in practice, and to come te 
the light, that they might come to the truth; and know the 
truth of his light, and the light of his truth: for as he tha 
walks in darkness knows not whether he goes—so he that be 
lieves in darkness knows not the consequence of so blind 

faith, A miraculous proof of his mission was what the} 
perpetually called upon him for, as your evangelists them 
selves confess—therefore they never had a satisfactory 
one. At length we are told, his own resurrection wa 
to be the consummate proof and evidence of his missi 
on— and see how this proof is proved, and this evi 
evidence turnsout! Then it is to be proved by anothet 
miracle ! What does this look like? Fhe" honest man, tha 
can pay the just demands made upoa him in current coin 
will never shuffie off his creditors with bad bills. If the stor 
of one miracle be defective, how can it be patched up by 
another of a difierent kind?’ Where was the residence ¢ 
Jesus the forty days he is said to abide on earth after his re 
surrection? How could he be alive so long among his disc! 
pics, and not be discovered to others? Why did he no 
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in all that time appear in public as before? Why did he se- 
crete himself on purpose to make his resurrection doubted ? 
Why is the means of salvation made so unreasonable, that we 
must believe, what didnot appear? If Jesus keptout of the 
sight of unbelievers, they could not be convinced ; and ifhis 
rising again was not to convince them, to what purpose was 
it? Why did not the disciples proclaim that Jesus was risen, 
before they reported he was ascended—and not to be seen 


awhile his own appearance could have provedit? Why did 


he send his disciples (as they say he did) to be knocked aut 
Head, for telling people what they could not believe—when 
he might have prevented their ill success only by his appear- 
ance? Which would have prevented their persecution ;— 
«0 their blood is owing to his ill conduct. The watch (if 
there was any) denied his resurrection. What is pretended 
of the terrible angel and earthquakes, was before any disci- 
ple came to the sepulchre, according to Matthew’s own 
account—how then could the disciples know any thing of 
the matter? Did the soldiers tellthem? Then whom them- 
selves call liars were the authors: I dare say the high priests 
and elders were not so great with the disciples to acquaint 
them with it. Does not this then look like forgery, and 
sufficient of itself to shew of what nature it 1s, without an aus 
thentic act of the elders and chief priests to the contrary ? 
And if they really bribed the soldiers to report what they 
did, I would fain be informed how the disciples came to 
know it. | 


Believe or be damned was the first christian Authority, 
and believe or be burned was the next, 2s soon as they had 
power to make it and put it in execution. To hate friends 
and relations for Christ’s sake, is a true christian doctrine— 
and consequently, to persecute and burn them for Christ’s 
sake, isa true christian spirit. Does not alaw to punish a man 
for not believing a report, afford reason enough to render it 
suspicious? For ’tis not the nature of truth to use any 
authority but that of right reason and clear evidence. She 
never obtrudes herself on trust, nor forces her way by pains 
and penalties. From those that will not regard her voice, 
she turns away—their disregard brings on their own dis 
grace and punishment. Does not the necessity of believing 
the thing proposed on hard and rigid terms, shew the reason 
of that necessity? For if you don’t believe, you will exa- 
mine—and examination makes frauds as well as truths ap- 
pear. Ifthe reporters and assertors cannot work upon men’s 
reason, they must, in order to be believed, work upon their 
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passions, for all de Ripes upon belief—therefore he that he- 
lieve ane profeses choll be saved! Noble encouragement ! 
an! he that believes not shall be damned! Dreadful terror! 
whom they cannot lead, they drive—the first takes in all 
eis) good-natured fools, the other all tardy timorous ones. 
So ‘ne poor fools of this world are persuad led, that by this 
m ans thev are made rich and wise in faith. Thus Pere 
whoare governed more by their passions than reason, the 
sin, and sinners, who are much the greater part of the 
’ are drawn in ; these by numbers into the church, 
ring power, and by power the rest are com. 

si, to pretend be lief. Thus faith, of one sort 

like a spiritual delige, has overrun the world.— 

the dops are muzzled, the wolves will destroy 

ilence the wise and experienced, and the 
us will be taken in, and become the prey of men 
cised in deceit. This may certainly be said of the 
ier church, whatever may be pleaded for her chih 
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APHORISM. 


If reason be the only porver by which truth 1s to be 
discovered, then the religion which proscribes the use. of 
reason, 1s a false religion, 
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